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Philip. 1. 23: 


| — Deſiring to belvoſed ind to bewith 
Chriſt, which wbeſt of, "4K 


F His Text that I haue 
> | choſen, bcing conf1- 
| dered as it ſtanderh 
&)| hererelared , isbuta 
2 part of a ſentence, 
Forin this verſe with the 22. goin 
before, and the 24. following, the 
Apoſtle conſulteth of two things ſet 


| . before him ; whether hee maye 


chooſe: notof any inconftantlignt- 
nefſe, neither of any diſcontent- | 
ment, "but becauſe heſeethin either 
mo 'good cauſe todeſire it, 
A 3 The 
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Thetwothings whereof he coh- 
fulteth whetherto chooſe , are life 
and death :/ (in which conſultation 
moſt men would quickly reſolue. 
For many defire life with any con- 
ditions , as A#gn#inetruly affirmes 
in one of his Sermons,ſaying : Lox 
am vitam , etiam malan pene omnes 
volunt habere: all men welnie deſire 
alonglonglite , though cuill and 
troubleſome). 

The commoditie of life , for 
which the Apoſtle can bee content 
to chooſe it, is the profitable ſeruice 
that hee might doe tothe Church. 
This hementioneth as drawinghis 
_ defire afterlife in the 24. verſe, fay- 
ing : Newertheleſie,to abide in the fleſh 
# more needefull for you. Where note 


by the way , whatitis ſhould make © 


thee defirous:to liue in this world, 
oncly to profitethers,and todo the 
office of a good ſeruant among thy 
- fellow ſcruants. > + 
The 
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The commoditic of death for 
which hee wiſheth-, that is , the 
fellowſhippe of Chrift in heauen 
ſortobe obtained. This hee men- 
tioneth as drawing his defire after 
it, inthe wordes of my Text, ſay- 
ing : Deſiring to bee laoſed and to bee 
with Chriff which & beF of all, Where 
note I pray you , whatis the hope 
& defire of the godly in their death, 
namely , to be gathered to their Sa- 
uiour. 

If wee conſider theſe wordes a- 
part, ſingled from thereſt ofthe E- 
piſtle , they conraine a perfect in- 
ftruction concerning the death of 
true beleeuers : wherein are theſe 
three things. 

Firſt , that death is a thing of the 
godly to be deſired , inthefe words, 
Deſiring to be looſed. 
| Secondly , that the godlie 

are gathered by death, into the 
companie of Icſus Chriſt in hea- 
| A 4 uen, 


| 
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uen (whichis the thing that maketh 
their death to be ſo much {to be des 
fired)in theſe wordes:andtobeewith 
Chriſt. Thirdly, thatthefellowſhip 
of Chriſt, which the goy'ly obtaine 
after death: , isthe greateſt happi- 
neſle that can bee deſired or obtei- 
ned,intheſe wordes: for thats beſt of 
all, | 
"This Text T haue choſen ar this 
time for this reaſo, Weare come to- 
vither to c6mitto the groiid the bo- 
dic of a ſcruit & childe of God, who 
with all his hart deſired to be difſol- 
ved. Whodefired his diſſolution 
withthe ſame reaſon for which the 
Apoſtle defiredit; namely, that hee 
mightbe wich Chrift : and deſired 
this fellowſhippe of Chriſt, with the 
ſame cgemnent wh which the A- 
poſtledefired it, becaufe hee knew 
thatto be beſt of all. - 
 Bythehandlingofthis text, you 
ſhal ſeethe wiſedomofothis pies 
; an 
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and his deſire, andſo, Thope, bee 
drawen with deſire and iudgement 
to wait forthe day of your difſolutri. 
on, that youalſo may bee gathered 
to Chriſt, which is beſt of all. | 
Deſiring to be looſed, ex to analuſai: 
for{othe Apoſtle deſcribeth dearth 
tobecanynbinding andlooſing of 
man,thatthe ſoule {ctatliberty from 
the fetters of the fleſh,may return'to 
his Creator freely. Which it cannot 
doeſolongas it is ſhackled herein 
the body. Andthis deſcription of 
death is moſt conuenient both ro 
confute all Sadduces,and allo to in.. 
firu vs howe-to iudge rightly of 
death. | 
Euery childe of man is compoun. 


 dedoftheſe two parties : ofan hu- 


mane body, thatis as the houſeand 
dwclling,and of a reaſonable ſoule, 


thatis thetenant dwelling there. So 


are wee taught inthe hiſtoric of the 
ficſt mans creation. Gen, 2. 7, The 
; Lord 


"Sg 
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Lord Gad madethe man of the duſt 6; 
theground , there isthe body, the 
houſe of clay ; and hee breathed in his 
face the breath of life, Thatis, ſaith 
Tremelins, Animam vitalens elemen- 
raricorporii: ſpirauit : by inſpiration 
heeplacedaliuing ſoule in his ele< 
mentariebodie , and the man was 
a liuing foule, ſoſoone as theſe two 
partes beeing ioyned together rhe 

man liveth. ; 
And that which we caldeath,is no 
thing elſe but the difloluing of this 
compoſition , and theſepcraring of 
theſe rwoparts, thattheſoule may 
belooſeand atliberty roreturnevn- 
to God,as Salomon deſcribeth.death 
in Zccleſrafles, 12.7. Duſt returneth to 
earth as it was,and the ſpirit returnes to 

Goa that ganeit. | 

Deaths not the deſtruction, ey- 
theroftthe whole man , or of any 
part of him, as many ſuppoſe , that 
lay inthe Booke of Wiledome, 2.2. 
Wwe 
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Wee were borne at all anenture , and 
hereafter wee ſhall bee as if wee had ne- 
wer brene. For the breath is ſmoke in 
our noſthrills and the words are a ſparke 
| out of the heart , which being ex- . 
tinzuiſhed , the bodie is turned into a- 
| ſhes, and the ſpirit vanifheth as the ſoft 
aire. Thus fooliſh men thinke that 
in death they periſh and come to 
nothing, and die as the beafts doe. 
And of this opinion , in the 
Church of the lewes, were theab- 
ſurd Saduces, who beleeuednore«. 
ſurrction to come of the body, and 
thereforerhought that the body pe- 
riſhedin death. And they belec- 
ucedthatthere was no ſpirit ſepera- 
ted from fleſh,no ſuch inuifible and 
ſpirituall creature , and therefore 
thought that the ſoule periſhed in 
death. Thcirabſurd opinion isre. 


eordedin Ads, 23.8. The Sadduces 
Jay, that there s noreſurrection , nor 


Spirit,vor Angel, 
But 
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But we belecucand teachcontra- | 


rictoall Sadduces, both the immor. 
tality.of the ſoule remaining after 
death , -andalſothereſurretion of 
 thefleſhatthelaſt day.Fortheſoule 
of LaFarws being dead, aſcended to 
a place of comfort. Zuk. 16.22.And 
all thatare inthe graue(which is the 
receptacle of our dead bodies)ſhall 
at the laſt daye heare thevoyce of 
Chriſt;ſending forth his Archangel 
with the ſound ofa Trumpet , and 
they ſhall comeforth to iudgement. 
Toh. $28, 

Sothatneither body norſoulein 
death perifheth and ceaſcth to bee: 
and death is no deſtrution of man, 
bur the looſing of the Spirrit outof 
the priſon ofthe fleſh, and adiflol- 
uing of man into his parts, as the A- 
poſtle here ſpeaketh,defiring tobee 
diſlolued. Wherein it behoueth no 


man tobeean agent , tolooſe him. 


ſelf, as they which lay violenthands 
. vpon 


_ 
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ypon themſclues:but we muſtall be 


patients,and wait ypon God, till he 
that tiedthe knotot life in thee, vn. 
tietheſame. : The Apoſtle, to bee 
with Chriſt, deſired nottoloſe him- 
ſelfe, but to be looſed. 
Deſiring to be looſed, 

The Apoftle in theſe words ſhew- 
eth vs his deſire : andin his deſire, 
ſheweth vs that death and deſoluti- 
onisa thing to bee defired of the 
godly. When the Jabourer hath 
wrought ſtoutly inthe vineyard all 
the day, andatlength the euening 


 commeth wherein he may reſt, hee 


isglad of it, yeahee doth defireand 
wait for the comming of the cue- 
ning that he mayrcſt. Ourlife here 
beneath,isbutasa day, andaſhort 


winter day;and herevpon the earth . 


asin the Lords vineyard, weareap- 
pointed to labour : ſothe Parableof - 
the labourers hired to'workeinthe 
vincyard,Matth, 20. doth teach vs. 

| When 
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When the cuening of our daye, | 
namely, death dooth come, the ſer- | 
uanr of God retoyceth that he may 
reſt from his labour : yea, in wiſe- | 
dome hee ſhoulde delire the com: | 
ming of it, thathee might reſt from | 
hislabour : fordeath bringeth ſuch | 
reſt. The holy Ghoſt from heauen } 
affirmed to 1ohnthe Euangeliſt, Rev. | 
14.13. that they which die in the | 
Lord , doereſtfrom their labours, | 
and aretherein bleſſed. Anda wiſe | 
Poet truly ſaide it , Eff fins miſe- | 
riainmorte , in death our miſcries * 
end. | | 
When the ſouldier hath put on | 
armour, andlicth in Campe againſt |} 
the enemie , heelongeth forvicto- | 


rie,thathee may putoff his armour, . | 


. andreſt from that daungerous and 
painefullſeruice. And when that 
wiſhed day is come, hee reioyceth | 
forhisreft. For as the King of 1/r4el 
anſwered thekingof Aram, though 

he 
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he that girdethon his armourboaſt 
bimſelfc,yethethatputtethit offat- 
ter vicorte, hath whereof to boaſt. 
Now weeareall Souldicrs, and eur 
life yponthecarth is a warfare. So 
Terome reades the firft wordes ofthe 
ſeucnth chapterof 106 , CHMilta eff 
vita hominis [uper terram : A warfare 
ſaith hee , fightingagainft inuiſible 
aducrfaries, And weeare ſent into 
this world as the Lordespreſt men, 
ynder the Banner of Chriſt , fol» 
lowing him our Captaine, to fight 
apainitſinne, againſt the fleſh, the 
diuell, and the worlde, by dooing 
good workes, and reſiſting tentati- 
ONS. 

Sinne fighteth againſt vs, and of- 
ten taketh vs captiues. Kom.7.23. 
Pan! ſaith, 1 ſce an 6ther Lawe inmy 
mebersrebelling agan 1 the Law of my 
v:indegandileading mee captinewuntothe 
law of ſin which & in my members. The 
fleſh fighteth againſt vs , ſtriving 

againſt 
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againſt the ſpirit,as the ſpirir triuerh 
againſt the fleſh, And Peter biddeth 
Vs, 'A blaine from fleſhly iufts becauſe 
they fight againſtthe ſoule, r,Pet.2.rr, 
The Divel! commeth fiercely vpon 
vsas ”"_ Lyon,and fighteth a- 
oainlt vs, Eph. 

with fierie darts, Andthe worlde 
dooth not loue thoſe whom God 
hath choſon out of the world. 1ohn, 
15.19.and the battel which we haue 
to maintaine againſt thoſe enemies 
is moſt pcrillous, becauſe, Eph, 6.22. 
wee wraltle not againſt fleſh'and 
blood, but againſt principalitics and 
powers , againſt the worldly gouer- 
ncurs, the princes of the darknefle 
ofthis world. 

This battell endeth nottillthe day 
of our diſſolution commeth : then 
are wee freed from rentations , and 
deliueredfromſinne, For Romans, 


 8.7.the Apoſtle ſaith: Heethat #5 dead | 


# freed from ſinne. Then doe = 
REES» - 
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reſt and reioyce., triumphing over 
altourcnemics, fauing that deattly 
for a time holdeth our bodies inthe! 
duft of the carth-And therefore the: 
day of ourdiffolution, as the end of 


\| our both painefulland' ENgErOUE, 


hg is tobe .defired. | 
Hee that candiſcerne bidiedene 
fee with wearinefle, &reſt with 
reward, betweenewarre with perill, 
and viRorie with toyfull peace, hee 
will ſay, thatthe dayc otdeathtoa | 
pood :man is:to bee deſired more 
then life, becauſclifeis labour with 
wearineſle, and woe with perill: but 
the houre of death bringeth reſt 
with reward; and victorie with ioy= 
full peace. Ciprian ina Treatiſe of 
his, De mortabitate, inthe third ſeQi- 


on ſaithoflife; uid aliud in mundo 
guar pugnd- aduer ſis diabolum quott- 
die geritur? quam. adnerſui iacula tins 
& tela conflitationibus afidias dimie 


catar ? While weeareinthe world, 
B _ \ what 


p 
R—_ 


_ 
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what do'we bur fightagainftche Ji- 
uell:-and warre with continual con 
_ fiiftsagainſt his arrowes and darts*: 
but of death hee faith =//a eZ pax no- 
firajlla fida tranquilitai,ille ftabils,o 
forma, & pergetna ſecurttizs, 5 Death 
is our peace, our ſure ttanquilitie; j 
our ſtable, irme and perpetual Tecu. 
ritie. 

Whew: Page that falſe Prophet; 
that loued the wages of iniquitie, 
beeing hired by: the King of. £AC9- 
«6 tocurſe:1ſracl , had conſidered 
thatcurſing could not bee the ende 
of Gods people , buttbatthey. were | 
heires of bl bleſſing , heepronounced 
thele wordes, Numbers,23.10. Let 
wee dierhe acath of the righteous let 
wy lait end betike hs... Theman did 
ſee, his eyes beeing opened of God, 
thattheend ofthe righteous, for the 
-peace.and: hppneke thereof was 
to bedeliod 
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* The day ok diflolutipn to a righ- 
teous man, is like thatday in w hich 
loſeph Was brought qut of priſon, 
and ſtoode before Pharaoh : Hee 
had long|bcene, inbonds. In pri- 


| ſon hee. was baſcly clothedas be- 


cameaprilpner. :In theend his fet. 
ters arelaidafide, hee istaken out of 
priſon, he putteth off his baſe attire, 
eis waſhed and ſhauen , hee put» 
teth on newapparrell,is broughtin- 
to the preſence of the King , and 
madearuler throughout the King- 
dome... © 
_ iuft mans life i is like the 
time. of his captiuitie'; and his 


death is like to his deliverie. While 


wee live , theſoule is incloſed in 
the bodicasina priſon , andis clo- 
thed with the fleſh , as with fll- 

thie garmentes , and is Clog- 
ged with fſinne, as with fetters of 
yron and brafſe ;, and is cum- 
bred with | iniurics and tentations, 
B 2 more 
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more greeuous and noylome then 
the hunger,colde, and'noyſome ſa. 
your ofthe priſon. ©. 
- Butwhenthc houreof difſoluti- 
-oncommeth, the priſon is broken, 


and weearedeliuered, Wee putoff þ 
theragges of the fleſh, andare clo: } 
thed with white:we atelooſed from | 


thefetters of finne,weare waſhed in 
the blood of Chriſt, weeareadmit- 
ted into theprefenceof God', and 


are madetogither with Teſus Chrift | 


hcires ofa heauenly kingdom. And 
thereforeas Joſeph defired tobee de. 
livered , and had cauſe to riot when 
that daye came , euen ſo may the 
righteous defire their diffolution, 
& they haue cauſe toretoyce when 
' theday thereofdraweth nigh. 

The death indeed of the wicked 
is very fearcfull , and byall meanes 
tobe auoided, ifitcouſd beeauoi- 
ded: Fortheir death is)ike the eue- 
ning tothe ſlothfullſeruant, when 
his 


PI, .' was eo © os wogs 


—_— F— So A. 


 AFunerdll Sermon. 2r 


his Maiſter will examine his daies 
worke.Itis like the comming home 
of the Lordeto the voprofitableſer- 


| vant, thathad wrapped his Tallent 


ina napkin , and buricd it in the 
round : hee was called to account, 
and becauſe he had beene idle, Mat. 


-B 25. 26, his Talent was taken from 


him,and giuentoanother,andafter 
fharpe rcbukes,hee was caſt intovr- 
ter darkneſle, where is weeping and 
Fralbingo of recth, Iris like the feare= 
ull affiles , and day of goaledeliuee 
rie vato. the malctaQor , who being 
brought from the priſon tothe Bar, 
and therecondemned , is led from 
thencetothe place of execution. It 
is like the birth day of Pharavh vnta 
kis officer the Baker, who was taken 
out of priſon , led tothe gallowes, 
hanged , and made a praie to the 
foules ofheauen. 

-  Thedeath therefore of the wic- - 
kediseuill, andto be ſhunned (ifir 
= could 


per A Ponerill Semin | 
could bee ſhunned) forinit endeth 
all theirreſt, andbeginnethall their 


labour. In ir, endeth all their happi-- 


neſſe; and beginneth all their miſe- 
rie. Initendethall their Pleaſure, 
& beginneth their torment, which 
nieuerſhallend; and they Fall as the 
rreethat is cur downe for'the fire. 
Readethereportof the yninercifull 


piurroninZe .16, i g:what pleaſures 
is life abounded withall , which | 


all turned to torments when hee 
died. ned 


liketo ripe corne , that with carcis 
brought into the barne'': and they 
aredeliucredfrom the cuills thatare 
to come. Eſay, 57,1. they reftfrom 
all their labours paſt.” Renel.r 4. = 
They comerotheir pettectioy , 
hope whereof they rejoyced Fry 
fore. Matth.25.11.Itis ſaidetothe 
g00G 2 ervant , Enter into thy Mate 
feriteg. And when they put cffrhre 
earthly 


Buttherighteous are curdowne | 
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h | canhlyhouſeof this tabernacle, 2. 

Ir | Gorin. 5. 1.theyhaucabuilding gi-: 

=" | venof God;not made with handes,, | 

buteternaltn heauen. They leaue. 

earthly pofleflions., which come, 

ming rakedintothe worlde. ,. they: 

found here, and going nakedout of: 

theworld;they Jeauc here: and for 

; them they receiue an inheritance 

7 imimortal,vndefiled,that fadeth not 

” away,butisreſerued forthem inthe 

| heanens ; andthen doe they truly 

! begintoliue, whenthey departout 

* | of- this darke vale of fraile morta- 

N dee: 250: 6; 02f 

Truly that ſeruant of God(theru- 

ines of whoſecarthly tabernaclelie 
here before vsto beinterred)know- 
ing thatthedeath of the righteous 
was to bee deſired , did with de= 
fire: and : longing, expedt and en- 
tertaine the houre of his difſolus 
tor. - 1547 5 
'*- And when hee had; notyetin 
By B 4 deede, 
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deede, buronely in hispurpoſe and. 
reſolution;:put.offhis fleſh, and res; 
ceitiedin/himfelfe the-ſenrence:of: 
. death, heecould/byno meanesbee 
drawertinhis affe&ionsto putiitan: 
againe. ,”though rhe fraile fleſhand 
his fad ioglife , as enticing harlots, 
did carneftly: firiuc to drawe his li 
king vato chem.” i:1-2-7 
Buras a wiſe ail Hou monkiler; 

when aftet long & weaneiournies, 
heſeesatlaſt; not farreoff; the place 


Ei of his babiration , dooth then with 


double defire contend to: comevn- 
to it;and wilnot then ſuffer himfelte 
to beeftaied' ; burfſaith in hishearrt, 
Oh long defi red ſcateof my wiſhed 
reſt, often haue I thoght ypon thee, 
now ſhall Lobtainerhee 2 my feete 
forgettheir wearinefle,and my hart 
Forgetsallfaintnes,forloncofthee: 
arid my defire ſhallnotend,till Iob- 
tainerhe end of my defire, 

"Eugen ſothis man, made wiſe by 
ine . 
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theword of God , which: maketh 
wiſe vntoſaluation, & e beingftrong. 
andof good courage in'the Lorde, 
when after wearic trauaileand long 
journies , in this wilderneſſeof the 
world , & vale oftentations, he was 
2dinoniſhedby ſicknefſe and infir- 
mitie,thathe was not farre from the 
cndot-his way, and thathisreſting 
place ypon:the hillof Gods holines 
was not muchdiftant : hee liftedivp 
theeyes of his minde toward hea- 
uen,and contemplating the beautie 
6t the heaucenly new Jeruſalem, and 
of theglorious kingdome prepared 
for the ſonnes of God; with doub. 
led deſire hecontended thither,and 
cafting of all thoſe thingsthat might 
ſtay him (theloue of this world and 
of frailelife hee wholly breathed 
heauen, with this reſolution, Long 
haneI defired thee , nowe 'haue I 
found thee. When thou wert fur- 
ther of1 defired thee,andnow that 
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my ioy.befulfilled ineomming'yn- 


intending topraiſc him, thoughie: 


behisjnſtand greatptailſe tharthele: 
things be truly ſpokenofhim ;-and: 
ſucha praiſeasmen doe noty{ually. 


deleruc; namely, toxenounce this! | 


world;&to contend, with fulcourſe; 
of ſtrongaffeRions toward heauen, : 


_ Tſpeakenor theſe things as only. 
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Forhis:praiſc only, Iſpeaknot theſe | 


thingsofbim(thoughto the righte- 
ous there belongeth a- bleſſed me-: 
moric;?79#cr8.7;,) hitnſelfedeſired. 
nor praiſe among men. , but the. 
prailethatis of God. >, 
: ButI remember alſo for your 
ſakes,and in him [ſhadowy forth vn= 
toyou (.asinanexampleagreeing 
aptly with thedodring of my text) 
whatoughtto be thedeftreand re 
ſolution of euery-of you:namely;ta 
meete the Lords purpoſe with your 
deftre ;-andto goc hence withioy, 
: when 
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whenthe houreof your diſſolution 
commeth,and notto looke backe in 
your loucand wiſhes,to this world, 
as Lots wife looked backe to Sodomre, 
whe her departure our from thence 
was herſafetie ,, andherſtay could 
not haue beene any longer without 
_ kerhurr. 

Thus much ſhall ſerue to haue 
ſpoken ofthe firſt wordes, wherein 
'the Apoſtle ſignifieth his defire of 
death, Now lervsc6ſider ofthe c6- 
moditie that he looketh to reape by 
his diſſolution , which maketh him 
ſo much to defireit. 

A ud to bewith Chri#, 

The commoditic of life was pub-' 
like, hee might doe good to others. 
His wordes for that; are in verſe 24. 
Newertheleſſe 10 ab te in' the fleſh is 
 morencedefull for you. The commo- 
ditie ofdeathis private, ke ſhall win 
goodto himſclfe.Tharhe pronoun. 
cctht in the words of this verſe, Deſs- 

F ing 
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firing to bee di diſſolued , and te beewith 
Chrif A. Inwhich words,giuing1 rea- 
ſon of his defire. , heeteacheth ys a 
fruitofour death, ,and what itisthat 
ſhould make vs deſire death, name- 
ly, thatthereby we might be gathe. 
redvnto Chrift. . 

Many men tor many cauſes deſire 
the day of their diflolutis.Buras the 
Lord leſus ſaid, Lak.:0.4.2. of Maries 
choyce,0ze thing is needefwll: ſomay 
welay ofthereaſons, drivingmen 
to defiredeath,one is laudable, 

eAbimelech,the baſe ſonnepf Ge. 
4econ,befi ieged aTowerin Tebe;,and 
comming neareynto the wall theree 
ot,a woman threw. down vpon him 


a pecceofamilſtone, wherewith ſhe |. 


brake his head. 7udz. 9.53. Then he 
called his "hal thatbare-his ar- 
mour, and bad him draw his ſword 
and kill him + yeelding this reaſon 
for his deſire of death . That men 
might not h 39,4 woman tiled him. The 
valiant 
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valiantman,forthe auoidingofthat 


diſhonour , defiring the ſpeedeof 
his ownedifſoJution, by his armour 


bearers hands. - 


Inthe daies of David, 4b/olomre- 
belled againſt his father. And 4chi. 
tophel,a man very politike,anda ſub. 
till counſeller, tooke part with him, 
Hiscounſell 4bſolom refuſed; fol. 
lowed rather the ceunſell of Huſþas. 
Herevpon Achiophel, partly angrie, 
and diſdaining that his counſellwas 
not followed, '8&partly fearing that 
Abſoloms faction could nor preuaile, 
lerting ſlip the opportunitie that he _ 
had-counſelled him to'take , ſfadled 


. his Aﬀe, forſooke Ab/olom, wentto 
hisowne houſe, ſerall things inor» 


der,and then hanged himſelfe; The 


proud Polititia,notabletobearethe 
diſgrace,and fearing afterclaps, (for 
heſuſpeRed 4b/oloms fall) haſtened 


with his own hands his diſſolution. 
Sola the traitour , not able to 
, beare 
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beare thediſgraceof his owne trea- 
ſon.in bþctrayingthe jnnocentbloogd 
of his Maiſter ,- made quicke dib 
patch of himſelfe. Marth, 27.5 +- 

- ..Andnotonelythe wicked, but 
thegedly alſo , hauc ſometime ha- 
tenedrheir.death, and deſiredihe 
dayoftheir diſlglution,vpon weake 
reaſons;,' which as Idare not, diſa- 
low:;:ſo Icannotgreatly commend. 
When Sampſon, by the ſubtiltic ofa 


Harlot, camcintothe hanges of the 


Philiflims, they purtout his eyes, and 
cauſed him to grindein amill. And 
whenona certaineday, the Princes 
jof the  Philifims, were come togi- 
ther-to ſacrifice. yntoP42op their 
£g0d; to whom they-gauethepraiſe, 
to have deliuered their enemie into 
-theixþands,then Sampſon was called 
for ,; heemuſt bee brought forthro 
makethem merrie.' And within a 
large houſe, whoſe waight was born 
vppe with two mightypillars in "e 

mid. 
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middeſt,.,S 4mpſos was placed neare 
| | thoſeſamepil}ars; who praying va- 
to. Godto ſtrengthen hims with all 
his power preflcdthe pillars, and 0- 
gerthrew the houſe, 1#d,16.30., and 
| Adlewagreat rad ;Forthere 
| werewithour;y roofe of the 
" | houſe ,, eng ae a9 »; bcfides 
" | themtharwese within: andamong 
the multitude, hehimſelfe periſhed. 

| .The good man. configered. that it 
| wasbiscallingro defiroyethe ene- 
| micsofthe people of Gagz and hee 
| Jouednothis-life;, thathee,might 
withloſlethereof, faiſhtbe works 

Of his calling, ;..;; - 

- And good Zhies,that AN 

phetof God, in the daics of +4446, 
flecing from.lezebelintothe wilder- 
.nefſe beyond Beerſheba , and ſitting 
yadcrauniper-trec deſi red todic, 
faying; 1.Kings, 19-4. Ttienongh 0 
Lord, take away my life, Iam nobetter 
| ey wy fathers, Hee was ſomewhat 
Wt impas 
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impatient, and would haue hadhis 
diſſolution haſtened';; becauſe hee 
could reſtno where in ſafetic from 

the wrath of lezebel-- 

"ive many & diuers eavſes,which 
for the time have taken awzy the 
Twearnefleof life,ard the birterneſſe 
of ceath, many hauedefired the ha- 

feninpoftherr diffolution.Butſud- 

Gen cn NneSRLnYemas al waies 

juſtifiable, isthe yo mer vp-|| 

, on thoſe cauſes. ' B refleys 

5 Horcontinually, that wee ſhould 

2h ener weary of bearingPerilsindure 
Hot cuer; that we ſhould euer feare. 
Reproach doth nor alwaies attend 
on'vs; thatweſhouldotit ofa big 
heart myiflike- our lives for * ſhime. 
Paineandd iſcontentment doenot 
abide with vs till, thatweſhoulde- 
ver with'to die:the deſire tobeedil- 
folued;grounded vpontheſe cauſes, 
'cannotbelafting. © 
Thercis onely onetrue reaſon, 
' that 
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that taketh awaye all bitterneſſe of 
death, and ouercommeth all {weer- 
neſle of this preſentlife , and'bree- 
deth in vsa true,conſtantand ſound 
deſire of diffolution. Andthar is 
this, thatthe Apoſtle here remem- 
breth, as the commoditic or aduan« 


_ rage of death , drawing his deſire, 


namely , that by this meanes hee 
ſhould be gathered vnto Chrift,and 


| obraine fellowſhippe with him by 


fight, andnotby faith : thegaine, 
and glorie, andſ{weetneſſeof which 


fellowſhip, wee ſhall conſider when 


wecometo handlethoſclaſt words, 
(Which s beſt of all). Hereit is more 
proper to conſider and ſhewe', that 


thefellowſhippe of Chriſt isgained 


by diffolution , and thatthe godlie 
dying,doe goc ynto him. 
Ofthetwo malefators which 


was crucified with the Lordeleſus,. 


the one ypon the Crofſe-beſought 
him,faying: Luk.2 3-6 LOT 
NE IN bh: er 
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ber me when thou comeſt into thy King- 
dome: to whom hee madeanſwerin 
the 43- veric : This day thos ſhalt bee 
with mein Paradiſe. Ot which fauour 
afforded tothe theete, Ambroſe ſpea- 


keth excellently , writing vpon the | 


38.Pſalme,andframingalittle ſhort 


ſpeech tothe diuell, by whom 7idas | 


had beenelately before ſer onto be- 
tray his Maſter. T hetheefe vpon the 
Crofle , faith e4mbroſe, in his vn- 


'_  derſtandingſawe thekingdome of 


Chriſt, which 1#4as could nor ſee in 
the feaſt & Supperof Chriſt. There» 
foredid this heauenly voyce ſecond 
the theeues praier, Thu day ſhalt thou 
 bewithmein Paradiſe. Thoudidſttri- 
umph © fierce Dragon , that thou 
hadft drawn away an Apoſtle from 
Chriſt, Plus amiſi//i quam ſuſtulifti qui 
| lattonem vides in Paradiſum eſit tran- 
ſlatum + Thou baſft loſt more then 
thou haſt got , and ſothinke when 
thou ſeeſt the theefe not 

ala- 
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Paradiſe, For who ſhal be excluded, 


whenatheefeis admitted? Thy mi- 


- niſter, 6diuell, entred thither from 


whenee thou wert caſt our. But lea> 


| wing further commenting vppon 


thoſe wordes, inthem wee may ſce 


| thatthe ſame dayand houre when 


the ſoule of a true belecuer depar- 
teth from the body, ittaketh a hap= 
pic iourny,andis carried by Angells 
into Paradiſe, to cnioy the compa. 
nicof Chriſt. 

In the fou rteenth of 16bw,verſe,2. 
Teſus ſaith: its fathers houſe arema- 
ny manſions. 1 is were not ſo,"'1 would 
hane told 7 1 goetoprepare aplace for 

though 1goeto prepare 4 place 


| Ir you , 1will come againe andreceiue 


you voto my ſelfe,that wherel am,there 
may youbeealſs, His Fathers houſe 
that hee ſpeaketh of , is the ample 
kingdom of heauen:the many man- 
fions there , arethe bleſſed reſting 
places of theSaints : Teſus wentto 6 

- Ca =» 
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prepare thoſe places inhis aſcenſis : 
Heecommeth againe to euery one 
of vs in the houre of diffolution,and 
by the miniſtery of Angels,recciues 
our ſoules to himſelfe , that.in the 
fame Kingdomethey may reſt with 
him, tilltheyreceiuetheir bodies in 
the reſurxt&tion,when both in body. 
and ſoutle, they ſhall continue with 
himforeucr. This promiſe of Chriſt 
to comeagaineandreceiuethem to 
himſelfe, did make them;ſaith e4-- 
euſtine,in his77.Tracate ypon1ohn, 
Certes &7 fidentes,poit pericula tentatio- 
num, ſe apnd Deurm cum Chriito eſſe 
manſures : Spreand confident, that 
atter the perill of tentations, that is, 
after death & diſſolution , they ſhall 
continue: with Chrift in. the pre- 

ſence of God.  OHOTARTE 
Vnatothatformerplace, ioynean 
otherteſtimonie out of 7947, in his 
ſeuenteenth chapter,frq thetwenty 
yerle to the 25, Teſus praiethfor 
thoſe 
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thoſe that belecuc in him, that they 
mightbee one with him by a moſt 
ſtrait coniunRion. Andinthe verſe 
24.thatthey ſhould come vnto him, 
ſaying: Father,1will that thoſe which | 
thou ba# ginen mee,be where Iam, that 
they may ſet my glorie which thou ha#t 
inen me, for thou aidſt louemee before 
the foundation of the world, 1 will, ſaith 
Jeſus, that they bewhere 1 4m, Then, . 
as heeleft the world toaicend vnto 


| his Father , ſothey muſt leauethe 


world, which they doe in death, ro 
aſcend vp vntoTeſus Chriſt. 


 Anotableplace isthatof the Apo- 


ſtle Pau/inthe ſecond tothe Corin- 

thians,s.chapters, verſe. Wee are al- 

wates bold, thogh we know that while we 
are at home in the body, we are abſent fro 
the Lora: for wee walke by faith,ana not 
by fight : Nenertheleſſewe are bold,and 
lone rather toremone out of the body,and 
t0 dwell withthe Lord.Solongas wee 
divellt in theſe houſes of clay, where 
C 3 faith 


28 A Funeral Sermoy. 


faith is the ſtay and comfort of our 
ſoules. Weareftrangers from the re- 
all preſence & companie of Chriſt, 
from heauen,6:from our Countrey 
and reſting place. Wearenotin pa- 
7ria,but in vi4,notin our Countrey, 
but in the way vnto it.But when we 
put off the carthly houſe of this ha- 
bitation , Zunm ſeperamur a corpore, 
faith 4»ſelme,preſentamur Domino,ut 
eum in oe dininitats ſue videamus, 
& apudeum maneamns.That is, when 
weareſeperated from the body, we 
are preſented to the Lord, that wee 
may ſeehim inthe ſhowand beauty 
of his diuinitic , and may remaine 
with him. 

Laſtly,let vs conſider what wee 
read, Renelations,14.1.Tohnſceth ma- 
nic thouſands ſtanding on Mount 
$797 , with the Lambe Ieſus Chriſt, 
They arein his company, and they 
follow the Lambe whither ſoeuer 
he goeth. Theſe places doeplaincly 

2s LS LIES teach 
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teach vs, thatthis followeth the dif- 
{ſolution and death of the Saints,asa 
thing for which itis to bee deſired, 
thatthey dogoe vatothe Lord,and 
inioy the company of Teſus Chriſt 
theirredeemer : their ſoules doe ſo 
when they die,and their bodies alſo 
inthe reſurreion , asthe Apoſtle 
witneſſcth in his firft Epiſtle ro the 
Theſſalonians, 4.chapter,16s.verſe, 
T he Lord himſelf fhal deſcend from hea. 
wen with a ſhout , and with the voyce of 
the Archangel, and with thetrumpet of 
God:and thedeadin Chriſt ſhalriſe firſt. 
T hen ſhalwewhich line andremaine,be 
cauzht wp with them alſo in the clondes, 
ro meete the Lorde in theaire : andſs 
alwee ener bewith the Lord, But the 
body reſting in the graue,8 waiting 
for x elorious reſurrection, the 
ſoule inthe meane time leauinge the - 
fleſh, andleauing the world, gocth 
to Chriſt. | 
O bleſſed and moſt comfortable 
: C4 death 
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death of theSaints, which gathereth | 


the members tothe head in whom 
they liue : and ſetteth the1branches 
cloſeto the tree inthe lively ſappe 
whereof they flouriſh ; which brin- 
gcth home the Brideinto the cham- 
ber otthe Bridegroome , in whom 
onely ſhee rejoyceth:and gathereth 
the redeemed people together a- 
bout their redeemer :.-who onely 
hath madethem free,andleadeth vs 
out of this vale of miſerie, vnto our 
LordTeſus Chriſt,that wee may ſee 
his glorie , and bee partakers with 
him of his kingdome. 
The worſt then that can be ſaid of 
death , forhis doings vntothe faith» 
fullis this, thatheisa cruell & chur- 
liſh guide , that leadeth vs vnto a 
moſt{weet and.curteous Lord : that 
he isa rough & boiſterous minifter, 


that performeth and dooth for vs a. 


moſt acceptable ſeruice : that his 


countenanccis much deformed , & 
Los he 
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| heefraicth thoſe to whom heeappea- 
reth:that his hands are burninghot, 8: 
; | beeſcorcheth thoſe whom heappre» 
> | hendeth. Yet among the faithfull, 
- | thoſe whom helaicth holdvpon ; hee 
- | bringethto Teſus Chriſt, -' 
1 | Thisisnotoutofthenaturall condis 
| | tion of death, thatthefaithfull reape 
- | ſuchaduantagebyit ; fordeath was 
born of finne;,which diuideth'vs from 
5 | God: anditwasordainedas aheauie 
r | puniſhment ofſin, anditisſtillaſfigne 
> | andremembrance of Gods angerfor 
| | fin, Butthis commeth to paſſeby the 
benefitand fauour ofhim,who by his 
death hath deſtroyed death, and him 
that had the power of death , tharis, 
the diuel]. It commeth to paſſe by the 
benefite of Teſus Chriſt, who hath 
made vs morethen conquerours ouer 
death & euery aduerſary,taking away 
theſting ofdeath, & making a plague 
to bea bleſſing , an enemieto be a ſer- 
uant,becauſenow without death,thar 
Is, 
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is , otherwiſe thenby the paſſage of 
death, fleſh and blood cannot inherie 
the kingdomof God. This commeth 
to paſſe bythe mcrit of him, and by || d 
faithin him,whois vato vs both in life || C 
and death aduantage, and whoſe wee || © 
arebothliuing & dying, that whether : 

t 
« 
y 


weſleepor wake, we mightliue togi- 
ther with him. ef2eftize ſpeaking of 
benefite, attained by death in this 
world, I meanethis firſt death, inhis || * 
13, Bookeof the Citie of God, and 4. 
chapter,ſaith: Non quia mors bonum ali. 
quod fatta oft que ante malum fuit : ſed 
tantam Deas fidei preftitit gratiam vf 
 mors , quem vite conſtat efie contrariam, 
inſirumentum fieret per quod tranſiretur 
in vita: Itis not becauſe death is now 
| becomea good thing and a bleſſing, 
which before wasaneuill thing and 
_ curſe:butſo much grace hath God af. 
foorded to our faith in Chriſt , that 
death which was knowne to bee con- 
trary tolife & happineſſe, ſhould now 

| | be- 


FO mr TI 


AFunerdll Sermon, 43 


becomean inſtrument of our paſſage 


tolifeand happineſle, | 
And therefore not vnto death and 
diffolution that dooth bring vs vnto 
Chriſt, burynto Ieſus Chriſt, that by 
death and diſſolution doth bring and 
gather vs vnto himſelte, doe wee give 
thankes for this aduantage of our 
death,that when we are looſed, we go 
yntothe Lord, for dreadfull death,in 
tantam viilitatem nonwvi ſua ſed diving 
opitulatione conuerſa eft : is become a 
matter of great profiteto vs, notby it 
owne force &vertue, but by the helpe 
of God. Yetfrom hence the faithfull 
may learcie & gather vnto themſelues 
plentifull comfort againſt the terrours 
of death,and ſtrong incouragement,if 
not to deſire & long for, yettoenter-. 
taine with reioycing the day of their 
diſſolution, becauſe from thenceforth 

they ſhall be with Chriſt. 

This didthatſervantofthe Lord 
ſce, whoſe body wee followed tothe 
graucs 


; 
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w 


ofdcath: 8& withthe A poſtle here de- 


grauc. And thereforequietly,yea ioy- 
fully, heeaccepted,yca deſired his dil 
ſolutis,ſometimeſaying;,Come Lord 
Teſus ::and ſometimeſaying, Icome 
Lord [eſus:only defiring,8&conftant- 


ly deſiringto be with the Lord Teſus, | 
 Andthis is it that ſhall make death | 


(bitterin itſelfe)to be both ſweetand 
pleaſant vnto vs, when.it commeth. 


And therefore Ibefeech you learne | 
now intime , lay this doQrine vpin | 


your harts,& often think vpon it, that 
the faithfull departing hence,doe goe 


vatothe Lord , that when the houre | 


commeth,whsch cannot beauoided, 
we may embracethe pleaſureof God, 
as the meanes of our owne good, and 
may not murmure in vaine. 


Butit may be, ſome willfay, is ita 


matter of ſo great price to be gathered 
vnto Chrift, that aman ſhould deſpiſe 
al the pleaſures of this life, & cotemne 
all the bitternes & terrorsof the houre 


fire 


Wm = RN —_—=  }\> >, ca @7220 


i a AA an a—_ jj ak 


TY - 


A Funerall Sermon. 45 

fire fo be looſed, and to bewith Chriſt ? 1 

ſurely , and thatis it thar followerh in 

the next place to bee conſidered, and 
inthe laſt wordes of my text. 
 .. Whichsbeſtofall, 

Vatothe Lord Ieſus at thelaſt day, 


| allboth good and bad, ſhall be gathe- 
redin the 25.of Matth:atthe z1.verſe, 


Itis ſaide, When the Sonne of man ſhall 


| come in hiszlorie, and all his holy Angells 
| with him,then ſhall he ſit vpen the throne 


of his glorie,and before him ſhall be gathe- 
red all Nations of the earth. Andinthe 


 2.tothe Corinthians, 5.chapter,8&10, 


verſe, Paulſaith , Wee muſt all appeare 
before thetr1bunallſeate of Chriſt , that e- 
wery one may receine the thinges that are 
dont in by body whether tt be good or enil. 
All thereforeat thatday ſhall bee 
brought beforethe Lord Ieſus : But 
the wicked ſhalnet cometobeand to 
abide with Iefus Chriſt fromthat day. 
Neitherfhalthey inthe houreof their 
diflolutionbce gathered vato him, - 
c 
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be & abide with him beforethatday, ſj ® 
k They thall come vnto him as vnto a ſ 
| Iudge, armed with authoritie to con-|| 
demne. They ſhall come ynto him ag n 


vntoarcuenger, appearmg from hea. 
uen with flaming fire to deſtroy. And j * 
theiriudgement when they appearc, | * 
ſhal be to depart for euer from his pre- F 
ſence. As weereadethe ſentence ſet} © 
downein the 25.of Matthew,atthe 14, al 
verſe, Depart from me ye curſed into euer-| 
laſting fire, prepared for the dinell and hi © 
anzells. And otthe tudgment of they; B 
in thatgreatday,that either know not 
God, hauing had no calling,or obey. 
ed not the Goſpell of our LordIeſus || 
Chriſt, hauing obeiedno calling, Paul || 7: 
ſaith, inthe ſecond tothe Theſſaloni- f 
ans,1. chapter, andg. verſe, That they 
ſhall be puniſhed with enerlaſting perditi- f 
on from the preſence of the Lord, and from || * 
the glorie of his power, Their comming || © 
therefore isnot to bee andabide with || 7 
Chriſt. Andforthetimeoftheir com. | ? 
ming | 
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ming andabiding before Chrift , it 
ſhall be moſt fearefull vato them + of 
whom it is written, Revelations 6.chap- 
ter,16. verſe, That they ſhall ſay vntothe 
mountaines and hills, fall upon vs,and ce- 
wer 5 from the preſence of him that ſitteth 
pen the throne, and from the Lambe, for 
the great day of hu wrath ts come,and who 
can ſiana? (that is, who ſhall beableto 
abide his iudgement)? 

, Butthefaithfull atthat great day 


| come vnto him, tobe, and abide with 


him:to whom leſus ſhal ſay in the 25. 
of Matthew, 34. Come yee bleſſed of my 
Father. Andof whom Pardoth ſay, 
inthe 1. tothe Theſſalonians, 4.chap: 

17.verſe,Soſhalwe be ener with theLord, 
Andthattheirbeing and continuing 
with him1s their happines,as herePaul 
ſaith, Excn beſt of all. Tothis purpoſe it 
isanapt ſpeechthatis in the 6.chapter 
of Angnfiines Mannale , Felix anims 
que terreno reſoluta tarcere libera celum 
petit, que ie dulciſimum Dominum yu 
| & 
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ad jaciem cervit , quenulls meta moritÞ 
affiicitur ; ſed deincorruptione perpetni. 

gloria letatvy..  Happy'is that ſouls, 
whichfreed from her carthly priſon, 
dooth now io libertic enter into hea-ſ 
uen',' andthere beholdeth thee moſt. . 
ſweere Lord Telus, face toface, and is 
affeted with no more feare of death, 
butreioyceth'in the incorruptible c-ſ. 
fate of eternall glory. 

Marke the words of the Lord Icſus 
ipoken tothe Apoſtles, touching thisY 
very matterof his fellowſhip in hea- 
ven,and you ſhall findethem to con- 
remneall conſolation. Inthe 22: of 
LZuke;atthe 20. verſe, 1 _ ona you 
4 kingdome., as my Father hath appointed 
to me, that you may eate aud drinke gt my 
table inmy kinzdome, and ſit on thrones, 
indging the twelue Tribes of Iſrael.Inthel 

 fellowſhippe of Chriftthey ſhallbee 

| madepartakers with'him of allglorie 
andgladneſle,they ſhall bemade par-ſ 
takers with him of all glorie : for theyſ-- 

Taigne 


20 og fo ory Or ge Poe 9 oo SI gg REG EET 


 AFunerdilSermow. 48 
 "raigne with binias Kings , and beco- 
partners ofhis Kingdome, and1oyne 
oj with him iniudgement,when heſhall 
3 condemnethewicked. And they ſhall 
| bec made partakers with him of all 
ith gladnefſe, forthey ſhall fir with bimat 
FJ table, afcerthe blefled manner ofhea- 
Z venly entertainement, and they ſhall 
- carcand drinke with him', afterthe 
manner ofheauenly diet, anditthall 
 bedonetothem that was faide tothe 
- Faithfull ſeruant, they ſhallenterinta 
|; their Maiftersioy. : 
'l _ * Theblefſedneſſeof this fellowſhip 
isdeſcribed and ſhadowed forthvnto 
viintheParable , by the happy-fuc- 
ceſſe* of the fiue wile Virgins , of 
whomitisfaid inthe 25. verſeof Mis 
 thew, 1o.verſe , That they entredwith 
the Bridegroome into hicwediling Cham 
ber. What mieanetheſethinges , the © 


ih wedding day adey of loyandglad 
1  heſſe? Theplace wherethe wedding 


; ikept  ispplaccabounding withre-' | 
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Joycing andfcaſting.: Thoſe thafare | e 


gueſts,. admitted tothe fellowſhip of 
'thattime and place, and admitredro 
thefcllowſhi ippc ofioy andgladnefle, 
'Th= wine, was merely ſpent at the 
wedding in Canaof Gatfee, whenthe 
company. was ſober , andIcſus, his 
mother, and Diſciples were bidden 
and preſent. And the fajthtull-com- 
mingto leſus, { forthe ſtateofallthe 
faithfull inthoſe fiye.wiſe. Virginsis 
ſhadowed ) enter with himintothe 
wedding chamber : thatis,theycome 
tortheplaccof mirth, of ioy., andof 
8ladneſle. Whereas "wtrelanh; 
Munda anima ſempiterns dinino canſore 
tio copulatur R- The. prre-ſoule j JSCQUs 
oh as in marriage, with encrlaſti 
ellowſhip with Gods ., EIA | 
_Father,faith Icſus in the 17. ofjehn, 
24+ verle,7 will that theſe mbich +how haik 
 Finen me,bewith me whe 55 mharmhey 
way ſee my glory 6 BA 4p Vi ay po £m, 
pre, That is,that atlciſurcan Meg 
WE a 
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[+ pleaſure,they may ſatisfie their ſoules 
4 wath viewing whatſocuer delightthe 
Kingdome ot heauen, andthe glotie 
o&-the-Sonne' of God may afford, 
W hich how great delight it- is. vnta 
theſoule., they cannot conceiue that 
are not yetadmitted toſce, by 

' TheQueeneofthe South, camea 
far tourney, to ſcethe wiſedomeghe 
Tiches; the glorie of Fa/omez, whereof 
ſhe had heard report. .'Andintheſes 
cond of Chropicles,9.chapter,ſhe came 
and ſaw,and wondied, And in theſes 
venth verſe, pronouncedtheſcruants 
_of Salompy, and his men happy ; be- 
*cauſe they ſtoode before him & heard 
his wiſedome, | 

. And when wee ſhall come vnto 
Chrift to.continue with him , andts 
ſtandbeforehim isthere nota greas 
ter then Sa/omon there: © In wiſedome, 
and riches,and glory,tfarre paſſing Se. 
lomon ? How much morethen ſhall ' 
webchappicand bleſſed, to heare his 
Dz2  wile- 
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wiſedome, in whomall the treaſure 

of wiſedome and knowledgeare lai- 

edyp ? Peterſaith, Hee had thewordes 

of exernall lye in his month , whiles he was 

 poore and deſpiſed on earth , His wile- 

dome then muſt needes be the words 

of cternall coinfort and glorie, which 

his followers ſhall heare from his 

mouth in heauen. «abt; 

And howmuch more ſhallwebe 
happic in beholding his riches and 
glorie , wheh wee ſhallobtaine with 
himall vſe of his riches, and ſhall bee 
transformed intothe like gloric ? For 
the iuſtſhallſhineas the Sunneinthe 
Kingdomeof their Father, Mar.r3.43. 

Thebeautie of Lilliesand other 
flowers exceedeth , bythe ſaying of 
our Sauiour Chriſt. Marth, 6.29. the 
beautie and glorie of S«/omen. Butthe 
glorieof the Lorde Ieſus Chriſtfarre 
exccedeththe gloricof the heauens, 
his exceeding glorie giuing lightand 
bcautietothe heauens, '- Agitisſaid, 
: | Rene= 


} 
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Renel 1110n5,2.1, chapter, and 23. verſe, 
The Citieof the beaenly Teruſalem hath 
wo neede of the Sun neither of thee Moone 
toſbinein it for the glorie of God didleght 
it,and the Lamberthelight of it. Then 
_ neceſlarily it muft give much more 
true content and delight , and bee 
a greater happineſle, ro bee and a. 
bide with Chriſt to ſee his glory,then 
to be & abide in Sa/owons Court, and 
to ſee hisglory. 
Yeaſo happy athingitisto be with . 
Chrift, & behold his glory,thatwhen 
hee was transfigured vpon the Moun- 
taine,and had onely two of the Saints 
in company with him, Moſes & Flag, 
and they conferring with him of na 
pleaſant diſcourſe , but of his death 
thathce ſhoule ſhortly ſuffer at /eruſa- 
lem : yetthe view of that ſhortglorie, 
was ſoexcellent in Peters indgement, 
thatthouga hee and his two fellowes 
were opento the checke of all wea« 
theronthe mountainestop,and were” 
3 not 
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notthemſzlues inlightened'and'glo- 
rified with that glorie, yet was heeſo 
wholly ſurpriſed and rauiſhed with 
the ſight of4t: , thathee would gladly 
there haue made his continual abode, 
to hauc had libettie ſtill to behold the 
fame:{ayinginthe 17. of Matthew: 4. 
yerlc, Maſter jt. 200d far vs to be heres 
_ #f thoawilt, let vs make here three T aber- 
pacles anefar thee.and one JO Moſes, and 
one for Elias. , 
. - .Conſiderſtillthe cixcuniſtincds of 
thatglorie of Chriſt which theythed | 
ſawe., and compare it withrhereuea- | 
led circumſtances of the preſent glory 
of Chriſt , which rhe (oules of the 
| faithfull now after diſſolution doe ſee 
in heaven : andit willappeare, that 
though it werea good thing , and a 
figne of orcat fauour, tobee admitted 
toſeethatgloric of Chriſt vppon the 
mountaine; yet itisas my textdooth 
calit;Mults maghs melts much better, 
beſt of all; + ey full fr virof infinite 
WH fauour 
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fauourto bewith Chriſt atter difſolu- 
tion, andto.beadmitred in heauea to 
bchold his preſent glorie. 

The Lord Ieſus for his owne part 
did then ſhinein glorie, his face as the 
Sunne,hts garments as the light. So 
that Peter doth call it, in his ſecond Es 
piſtle, 1. chapter, 16. verſe, Maie#ie,ho® 
nour andglory.yetputting a difference 
betweene that andanother,which he 
calleth excellentglory. From whence 
that voyce came,ſaying:The « my wel- 
beloued Sonne,in whom 1 am welipleaſed. 
Bur Teſus was then vponan earthly 
mountaine,vpon Moznt T abor,he was 
not then vpon Meant $i0n,which lob 
inthe Renelations ſaw. And he was ac- 
companied 'onely with two of his 
Saints, wanting the honorab'e traine' 


of an hundred fortie and foure thou<: 


ſands; having his Fathers name vpon' 
theirfore-heads-, and'with heauecniy? 
mulicke attending him' vppen that? 
tountaine. And the glory ot Tejusin: 
w001 - 22 that 
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that open and ſolitary place was ſhort. | 


Peter heard Moſes & Elias talking with 


 bim of his death that ſhould: ſhortly 


follow at ler#ſalem, Peter alſottatbc- 
held thatglory , wasasflenderly ac- 
companied with tames & John, andin 
2 ſort divided from the fellowſhip of 
the Saints. And he was alſo cloathed 
with mortalitie , and.in himſelfe ſill 
full of frailtic and infirmitie , and yet 
hee was aſtoniſhed atthe view of ſo 
great glorie. - 

Burnowis Teſusin heayen Aitting 
atthe right hand of God , cloathed 
with-maicftic andelorie. Now is hee 
accompanjed andattended by armies 
of Saintsand Angells.Nowis his glo- 
rieconſtant,and ſhallneucr more ad- 
mitany eclips. The Saintes that now 
come voto him , by putting off their 
bodies in death, "they put off mortali» 
tic,corruption,frailty, and all infiimi-- 
te, theyare broughtby Angells into 
the locictie of Saints 2nd Angells , as 
the 
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_ theApoftle tothe Hebrewes ſpeaketh 
inthe 12.chapter,the 22.verſe : Teare 
come vnio the mountSion,and tothe Cities 
of the lining God , the celefliall leruſalens, 
4x4 18 the company of innumerable «An> 
gells, and tothe congregation of the firit 
borne, which are written in beanen, anda'ts 
Godthe ludge of all, an4to the ſpivits of 
inſt and perjels men , and to Ieſus the Me- 
diator ofthe new Teftament. And while 
thus accompanied, they behold the 
olory of Chriſt, themſclues ſhall bee 
transformed intoglory. 

- Ouriudgementefteeming of this 
happineſſeto be with Chriſt, may be 
directed and helped ſomething by 
our wordes in recounting this happt- 
nefſe. Butyet neither can our wordes 
expreſſe, nor our heart fully conceiue 
the great hppa thatthe Saints of 
Godfinde, when departing from vs, 


they come yntothe Lord Chriſt. - 

- Is notthe naturallchildeglad tobe 

with his father,anddothhenotthere- 
| in 
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infindcontef?lsnotthelouing wife 
faisfiedrobeein company with her 
kindehasbind+;' and dovthnotrhar 
pleaſcherminde ? [snoratruc hear: 
redand faithfull friead glad to enioy 
the companie of a: true" Hearted and 
fairhfullfriend,: anddoenot they be- 
met,reioyce togither?Euen ſo the 
ITN \fonle tharloucth the Lorde 
Teſus; 'will defirero beeloofed andto 
bee with CHeR, fori it knoweth thatto 
bebeft.. | 
Suchto be thedeſir re ofa rue holic 
ſoule -, euenbydeath-iro come vnto 
him, ratherchen by ſtil liuing here,to 


be kepefrom him,may appeare by the 


words of priuatemeditation, that A#- 
enufinevſ(eth in the firſt:chapter of his 
Solilequia,ſaying : Car fatiemtuam ab. 
ſcondis:?-forte dives nowwidebit me homo 
FF vinet,EmDominegmoriar vttevidea, 
videam ot hic mortar, 'nolo vinere ; volp 
more Hiſſolut cupio & 7 tiChrifto, mori 
2s vided Chriftu;Vivererinus 
Vs 


(| 
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ot vivam cumChriflo., O Domine leſs 
wipe ſpiritum meum , vita mea ſuſcipe 
animam meam , gaudinm men attrahe 
cor mmenm. Thatis , why dooſt thou 
hidethy face? Thou wilt ſay perhaps, 
no man ſhall ſeeme, andliue,' Come 
onthen Lord, let mee die, thatI may 
ſcerhee : Let meeſeethee, thoughT 
dichere. Oh Tdefirenottoliue, I de- 
fireto'die , ITlongto bee looſedthatT 
may bee with Chriſt: Iwiſh-rodie, 


| tharl mayſee Chrift, Trefaſetoliue; 


thatT may line with Chriſt; O-my 
Lorde ITeſus receive my ſpitite, O 
thou my life , receiue my foule , O 
thou my ioy-, drawe my heart vnto 
thee:: et I 
-Thoſe which were preſent with this 
man in thetime of-his fickneſſe, and 
houteof his death; know with what 


conſtant defirehe waited for and deſi- 


red his diſfolution : thereforedeſiring 
todie,that hee might be with Chriſt: 
&thetrfore defixing to be with Chriſt, 
gf + becauie 


